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GIPPING  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


INTERIM  REPORT 
OP  THE 

ACTING  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
for  the  Year  1944 • 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Herewith  my  Annual  Report  for  the  Year 
1944,  drawn  up  on  the  lines  indicated  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

Statistics. 


Population.  The  figures  supplied  by  the  Reg 
an  estimated  mid-year  population  of  17? 770. 


Live  Births. 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Total . 

309 

37 


Male. 

162 

18 


ive 


Female. 


147 

19 


This  gives  a Birth  Rate,  per  1,000  population, of  19*5 

(England  and  Wales  17*6) 

Still  Births. 

Total.  Male.  Female. 


Legitimate  85  3 

Illegitimate  41  3 

This  gives  a Still  Birth  Rate,  per  1,000  population,  of  0*7 

(England  and  Wales  0*5). 

Deaths. 

Total.  Male.  Female. 


220 


118 


102 


The  Death  Rate  is  therefore  12*4  per  1,000  population. 

(England  and  Wales  11*6). 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes- 


Puerperal  Sepsis  Nil 
Other  Puerperal 

Causes  Nil 


Rate  per  1,000  Total  Births. 

Nil 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age. 

All  Infants  per  1,000  Live  Births 
Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Legitimate 
Live  Births 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000 
Illegitimate  Live  Births 

Deaths  from  Cancer  fall  ages) 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 


Nil 

1 

34*7 

32-4 

54 

30 

Nil 

Nil 


(England  and 
Wales  17*6) 


Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  age)  2 


Public  Health  Services. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare,  Tuberculosis 
and  Venereal  Diseases  are  all  part  of  County  Council  functions. 

Infestation. 

Infestation  with  lice  is  controlled  by 

(a)  regular  examination  and  cleansing  of  School  children  by 
School  Nurses. 

(b)  hospitalisation  of  other  subjects  when  required. 

In  addition  to  above  there  are  facilities  available 
for  fumigation  of  premises.,  supply  of  soap  and  insecticides, 
and  steam  disinfection  or  incineration  of  bedding  etc.,  when 
necessary.  No  cases  were  notified  to  the  department  during  the 
year.  Infestation  with  scabies  has  undergone  a great  decrease 
in  frequency.  The  few  cases  notified  were  cleansed  at  home, 
either  with  the  help  of  the  District  Nurse  or  by  the  householder 
under  supervision.  Benzyl-benzoate  emulsion  was  used  in  all 
cases,  with  good  results. 

Not if iable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  1944:- 


Disease 

Total 

Notfd 

0- 

1- 

2- 

3- 

4- 

5- 

10- 

15- 

20- 

35- 

45- 

65 

up 

A dm. 
Hosp 

Total 

Deaths 

Scarlet 

Fever 

46 

l 

2 

1 

22 

11 

4 

4 

1 

42 

Diphtheria 

2 

1 

1 

2 

- 

Who oping 
Cough 

61 

4 

9 

7 

6 

5 

24 

4 

1 

1 

Measles . 

26 

2 

11 

6 

3 

2 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

. 17 

3 

1 

3 

1 

6 

3 

6 

Dysentery 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Erysipelas 

11 

1 

1 ; 

1 

5 

3 

_ 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

4 

3 

1 

2 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

1 

l 

Malaria 

1 

1 

1 

- 

Jaundlce 

48  cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  There  was  a 
slight  tendency  upwards  in  the  incidence  of  both  scarlet  fever 
and  whooping  cough,  but  no  infectious  disease  actually  reached 
epidemic  level  during  the  year. 

Diphtheria . 

One  case  was  that  of  a child  under  15  who  had  been 
protected  by  anti-toxui  injections.  The  Infection  was  mild  and 
the  child  recovered  completely.  The  other  case  was  that  of  a 
male  over  50  years  of  age.  The  infection  was  severe,  and  there 
were  rather  serious  paralytic  symptons  during  convalescence,  but 
these  were  eventually  cleared  up  and  the  patient  recovered. 


Anti-diptheria  Immunisation  was  carried  out  during  the  year  as 
formerly.  The  figures  for  the  year  are  shewn  below: - 

Under  5 years  of  age.  5-15  years  of  age. 

No.  of  children  completing 

course  during  1944*  104  33 

Proportion  of  child  population 

protected  by  end  of  1944*  71$  86$ 

Tuberculosis.  The  figures  for  the  year  are  tabulated  below: - 


Ago 

Groups  NEW  CASES.  DEATHS. 

Pulmonary  lion-pulmonary  Pulmonary  Non-pulmonary 

ii  F i.I  F il  F P 

0- 

1- 

5- 

1 4 

1 

10- 

15-  . . 

2 

i — 1 

i — 1 

20- 

l 

1 

25- 

i — 1 

i — 1 

1 

35- 

1 

1 

45- 

1 

l 

55- 

1 

65  up 

During  1944  there  were  cases  removed  from  the  Tuberculosis 
Register  for  the  undermentioned  reasons 


Pulmonary 

Non- 

-pulmonary 

Total . 

Diagnosis  not  established 

1/1  P 

2 1 

i.I 

1 

P 

4 

Removed  to  other  Districts 

3 2 

— 

3 

8 

Cured 

1 

2 

1 

4 

Cases  coming  in  to  the  area 

from  other  districts 

2 

1 

- 

~z 

There  was  one  case  not  notified  before  death.  This  gives  94$ 
effeciency  in  notification. 

Water  Supplies. 

1)  (a)  Quality  The  water  supplies  of  the  District  were  found  to 
be  satisfactory  in  quality  except  in  two  cases  where  in 
remote  parishes  two  pond  supplies  were  found  to  be  polluted, 
(b)  Quantity  During  the  summer  months  several  shallow  wells 
( private  supplies)  and  three  ponds  (public  supplies) 
became  dry.  The  private  supplies  wore  arranged  for 
privately  and  water  was  carted  to  supply  the  want  of 
public  water  whilst  the  public  ponds  were  being  thoroughly 
cleared  out  and  refilled. 


*•> 


2)  Piped  water  supplies  are  furnished  in  19  Parishes,  the  water 
being  distributed  from  water-towers.  One  parish  has  mains,  supply 
from  Ipswich  Waterworks.  At  only  one  source,  which  is  at  present 
requisitioned  by  the  War  Department,  is  chlorination  treatment 
installed. 

During  the  year  10  samples  of  water  from  the  various  piped 
supplies  were  analysed  chemically  with  satisfactory  results, 
same  for  some  little  excess  of  iron  content  in  three  cases. 

No  bacteriological  samples  from  mains  supplies  were  taken  in  1944* 

3)  The  cleansing  of  the  two  public  ponds  when  dry  through  drought 
has  resulted  in  a satisfactory  and  adequate  supply. 

4)  No.  of  inhabited  houses  during  1944  = 5605 

Population  (Registrar  General)  17 » 770 

Therefore  average  number  of  persons  per  house  = 3 

No.  of  houses  supplied  direct  from  water  mains  to  houses  = 1041 

or  18  • 6% 

No.  of  houses  supplied  by  standpipes  supplying  groups  of  houses  = 618 

or  11JS 

Proportion  of  population  supplied  by  water  direct  to  houses  = 17*5% 
Proportion  of  Population  supplied  by  standpipe  = 10* 4# 

During  the  year  extentions  we re  begun  of  mains  to  supply  two 
parishes  where  drought  and  the  possibility  of  future  pollution  of 
wells  gave  rise  to  a clamant  need  for  piped  supplies. 

Further  Public  Health  data  and  statistics  are  being  held  over 
on  the  instructions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  incorporation  in 
a post-war  Survey  Report. 

I am, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  l/l.Whiteford. 


ACTING  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 
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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council : - 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  consideration  my  First 
Annual  Report. 

Statistics,  giving  a complete  record  of  the  multifarious  duties 
for  which  the  Department  is  responsible,  are  provided  but  theso,  in 
themselves,  are  apt  to  be  very  "dry”;  I have,  therefore,  endeavoured  to 
present  my  Report  in  a more  interesting  form  by  the  addition  of  written 
comment. 


During  March,  Mr.  Trevethick  left  to  take  up  an  appointment  at 
Grimsby  and  I was  appointed  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector.  I sincerely  trust 
that  I have  fully  justified  the  Council’s  confidence  in  promoting  me. 

The  work  of  the  Department  was  continued  without  assistance  until  November 
when  Mr.  J.H.  Riley,  who  came  to  us  from  Willesden,  took  up  duty  as 
Additional  Sanitary  Inspector. 

In  addition  to  the  statutory  duties  of  a Sanitary  Inspector 
your  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  also  acts  as  Salvage  Officer  and  (should 
the  necessity  arise)  as  Food  Decontamination  Officer. 

Although  an  exceptional  measure  of  responsibility  devolves  upon 
your  Sanitary  Inspectors,  the  interest  and  support  afforded  by  the 
Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council,  as  well  as  the  assistance  given  by 
colleagues  in  other  Departments,  has  been  of  immense  value  and  is  fully 
appreciated.  I am  particularly  indebted  to  Dr.  Whiteford  with  whom  it 
has,  at  all  times,  been  a pleasure  to  co-operate. 

I am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

E.  A.  M 0 R G A N. 

SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 


1. 


SUMMARY  OP  VISITS  AND  INSPECTIONS. 


Housing  visits  and  re-visits... 830 

W ater  supplies 535 

Drains  and  sanitary  conveniences 273 

Cesspools  and  sewage  disposal  works. 102 

Structural  defects..... 193 

Overcrowding 103 

Tents,  vans,  etc.  77 

Military  Gamps  and  Premises 63 

Schools  18 

Pig  and  poultry  keeping  11 

Foul  and  verminous  conditions 94 

Rodent  infestation  101 

Slaughterhouses  5 

Mefct  and  other  Poods  167 

Cowshhds  and  Dairies  178 

Milk  supplies  104 

Infectious  Disease  13 

Factories,  Workshops  and  Bakehouses  48 

Refuse  Removal  49 

ITightsoil  Removal  35 

Rivers  Pollution , 55 

Salvage  197 


3,251 


WATER  SUPPLIES. 

During  the  summer  months  a shortage  of  supply  was  experienced', 
in  those  parts  of  the  area  dependent  upon  shallow  wells  or  ponds.  The 
Parishes  chiefly  affected  were  Combs  and  Ashfield,  where  cartage  of  water 
was  carried  out.  An  extension  of  about  440  yards  to  existing  mains  was 
provided  at  Debenham  and  standpipes  were  fixed. 

13  Chemical  and  11  Bacteriological  samples  were  taken.  1 of 
the  Chemical  samples  and  8 of  the  bacteriological  samples  proved  to  be 
unsatisfactory.  As  a result  of  the  action  taken  in  connection  with  the 
unsatisfactory  supplies: - 

7 sources  of  supply  were  purified. 

1 well  previously  supplying  8 houses  was  closed  and  a 

standpipe  connected  with  Ipswich  mains  provided  instead. 

In  addition  to  this:- 

5 pumps  were  repaired. 

75  individual  households  (excluding  Combs  and  Ashfield) 
were  provided  with  a more  adequate  supply. 


DRAINS  and  SANITARY  CONVENIENCES. 


The  number  of  nuisances  discovered  or  reported  under  this 
heading  was  23,  and  23  Informal  and  4 abatement  Notices  were  served,  as 
a resalt  of  which: - 

6 drainage  systems  were  cleared. 

3 drainage  systems  constructed. 

5 drainage  systems  reconstructed. 

2 sanitary  conveniences  re-built. 

1 sanitary  convenience  erected. 

6 privies  converted  to  pail-closets. 


CESSPOOLS  and  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  WORKS. 

Overflowing  cesspools  at  private  premises  and  the  lack  of 
proper  maintenance  of  sewage  disposal  works  at  military  establishments 
formed  the  major  portion  of  the  nuisances  dealt  with.  The  private 
sewage  works  at  Stowupland  and  the' Council’ s sewage  plant  at  Haughly  were 
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also  the  source  of  considerable  trouble.  The  former  is  suffering  from 
gross  neglect  over  a period  of  years  and  it  is  only  after  periodic 
inspections  have  been  made  that  any  improvement  has  resulted.  Even  so, 
a considerable  amount  of  work  is  necessary  to  put  the  system  in  a 
satisfactory  working  order  and  this  cannot  be  carried  out  until  after 
hostilities  cease.  Inadequate  attention  and  failure  to  comply  with 
instructions  was  the  cause  of  the  trouble  at  Haughlpy.  The  replacement 
of  the  part-time  employee  by  another  has  resulted  in  complete  satisfaction. 

The  overloading  of  the  sewage  disposal  works  at  two  American 
aereodrome  sites,  one  of  which  is  situated  outside  our  area,  resulted  in 
the  pollution  of  the  water-courses  receiving  the  effluent  and  is  dealt 
with  under  "Rivers  Pollution". 

A number  of  cesspools  were  emptied  as  the  result  of  an  informal 
interview  with  the  persons  occupying  the  premises  involved,  but  in  5 cases 
the  service  of  an  Informal  Notice  was  necessary  to  abate  the  nuisance. 

Periodic  emptying  of  the  cesspools  receiving  drainage  from  the 
Council’s  housing  site  near  the  Waveney  Hotel  at  Bramford  was  arranged 
for  during  the  year. 


STRUCTURAL  DEFECTS . 

Due  to  war-time  restrictions  on  labour  and  materials  the 
remedying  of  structural  defects  was  confined  to  matters  requiring  urgent 
attention. 

19  Informal  Notices  and  5 Abatement  Notices  were  served  and  the 
following  works  carried  out:-  r 

5 roofs  repaired;  6 damp  walls  remedied;  2 fire-grates  renewed;  1 oven 
installed;  4 boarded  floors  renewed;  2 internal  walls  replastered; 

3 ceilings  repaired;  1 defective  window  replaced;  2 eaves  gutters 
renewed;  1 cement  flashing  repaired;  1 chimney  reconstructed;  1 internal 
wall  rebuilt;  1 fascia  board  renewed. 

7 Informal  Notices  had  not  been  complied  with  when  the  year 
commenced,  but  the  works  asked  for  wore  carried  out  during  1944*  Two 
Informal  Notices  served  during  1944  had  not  been  complied  with  when  the 
year  ended  and  have  since  been  re-served. 


OVERCROWDING. 

4 cases  of  overcrowding  were  discovered  during  the  year. 
Notices  were  served  on  both  owners  and  occupiers,  and  efforts  were  made 
to  assist  in  obtaining  alternative  accommodation  in  each  case.  Despite 
the  prevalent  shortage  of  housing  accommodation  only  one  case,  involving 
two  families  evacuated  from  London,  remains  unabated. 

No  overcrowding  register  exists  in  the  Department,  but  it  is 
intended  to  compile  one  whilst  the  proposed  Housing  Survey  is  in  progress. 


TENTS,  VANS,  etc. 

Temporary  structures  used  for  human  habitation  were  licensed 
for  the  first  time  in  1944. 

10  caravans  and  5 sites  were  licensed  during  the  year.  With 
one  exception  all  caravans  and  sites  were  satisfactory  on  firs  inspection, 
the  provision  of  sanitary  accommodation  and  the  clearing  up  of  the  site 
in  the  case  of  the  one  exception  were  attended  to  after  the  service  of 
an  Informal  Notice  and  prior  to  the  caravan  and  site  being  recommended 
for  registration. 

A caravan  sited  at  Jack’ s Green,  Greeting  St.  Mary  was  prevented 
from  being  used  for  human  habitation  and  removed  from  the  site  after  the 
site-owner  had  refused  to  provide  sanitary  accommodation,  water-supply 
and  refuse  disposal  arrangements.  Alternative  accommodation  was  found 
for  the  occupants. 

A holiday-camp  for  Girl  Guides  and  another  for  members  of  the 
Cadet  Force  were  established  during  August  at  Somersham  and  Shrublands 
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Park  respectively.  Both  camps  were  kept  in  a very  satisfactory  condition. 


MILITARY  GAMPS  *iND  PREMISES. 

63  visits  were  paid  to  military  camps  and  premises 
requisitioned  "by  the  military  authorities  in  various  parts  of  the  area* 
These  visits  were  made  in  pursuance  of  the  policy  of  co-operation 
"between  the  civil  and  military  authorities  and  concerned  the  destruction 
of  rats,  the  siting  and  supervision  of  sanitary  arrangements  and  sewage 
disposal  works,  the  abatement  of  watercourse  pollution  and  the  issuing 
of  "surrender  certificates”  in  respect  of  unsound  food  at  N.A.A.F.I. 
Canteens. 


SCHOOLS. 


Schools  are,  speaking  generally,  under  the  direct  control,  of 
the  County  Council,  but  nuisances  occurring  at  Schools  are  sometimes 
reported  to  your  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  and  are  notified  by  him  to 
the  County  Education  Secretary  if  the  complaint  is  found,  on  inspection, 
to  be  justified.  / 

As  a result  of  the  18  visits  made  to  various  schools :- 

1 sewage  disposal  plant  was  installed;  1 water  supply  purified; 

2 cesspools  emptied;  1 cesspool  repaired;  1 nuisance  from  the  soiling 
of  a sanitary  convenience  abated. 

The  latter  nuisance  was  not  a serious  one  and  occurred  after 
the  attendance  of  civilians  and  service  personnel  at  a Sunday  night 
dance  at  Needham  Market  Area  school.  The  co-operation  of  the  school 
caretaker  was  of  considerable  assistance  in  preventing  a recurrence  of 
this  nuisance. 


PIG  and  POULTRY  KEEPING. 


Very  little  nuisance  is  experienced  from  the  keeping  of  either 
pigs  or  poultry  in  the  area,  and  although  there  is  oftv,n  room  for 
improvement  in  the  type  of  structure  used  th^  11  visits  made  were  chiefly 
for  the  purpose  of  advising  potential  pig-keepers  in  the  measures 
necessary  to  eliminate  any  possibility  of  a nuisance  arising  from  their 
activities. 


FOUL  and  VERMINOUS  CONDITIONS. 

Nuisances  under  this  heading  include  filthy  and  verminous 
houses,  foul  ditches,  accumulations  of  manure,  refuse  and  other 
offensive  matter.  It  is  found  in  a number  of  cases  that  complaints  made 
regarding  certain  houses  being  filthy  and/or  verminous  are  not  fully 
justified  and  can  only  be  attributed  to  malice  resulting  from  a personal 
quarrel.  Where,  however,  it  is  found  that  the  complaint  is  justified, 
tactful  handling  is,  more  often  than  not,  sufficient  to  remedy  matters. 
More  drastic  action  is  sometimes  necessary  especially  where  the  house 
affected  is  occupied  by  a bachelor  or  widower  living  alone.  Years  of 
self-enforced  retirement  from  active  contact  with  their  neighbours 
appears  to  have  inured  them  to  the  circumstances  under  which  they  choose 
to  live,  and  also  hampers,  efforts  made  to  enlist  the  sympathy  and 
assistance  of  such  neighbours  to  finelp  in  abating  the  nuisance. 

31  Informal  Notices  were  served  and  the  following  work  carried 

out:  - 

11  accumulations  of  refuse  removed;  8 foul  ditches  cleansed;  8 houses 
cleansed;  4 houses  rid  of  vermin. 

I was  unsuccessful  in  my  efforts  during  1944  so  far  as  one 
filthy  premises  was  concerned  due  to  the  removal  of  the  sole  occupant 
( a man  aged  78)  to  a Public  Assistance  Institution  for  medical 
treatment  and  the  refusal  of  the  Public  Assistance  Authority  to 
undertake  the  necessary  cleansing.  Since  the  drafting  of  this  Report, 
however,  the  old  man  has  left  the  Institution  and  the  premises  having, 
in  the  meantime,  been  thoroughly  cleansed  by  a relative  living  at 
Stowmarket,  are  new  kept  in  a satisfactory  state. 

4. 


Rodent  Infestation 


Until  the  end  of  1944  the  statutory  obligation  for  dealing 
with  rodent  infestation  in  the  area  was  divided  between  the 
County  Council  and  the  War  Agricultural  Executive  Committee  and 
7 notifications  in  respect  of  infested  premises  were  sent  to  the 
County  Council.  Rodent  infestation  at  two  military  camps  in  the 
area  were,  however,  dealt  with  by  my  predecessor. 

During  1944  the  Ministry  of  Pood  directed  that  a survey  of 
the  rodent  infestation  in  the  area  be  made.  This  survey  excluded 
agricultural  premises  and  the  various  infestations  were  reported 
to  the  Ministry  of  Pood  as  follows: - 

Reservoir  - ilil 
Major  1 

Minor  16 

In  addition  to  these  there  were  a number  of  private  premises 
throughout  the  area  where  periodic  minor  infestation  occurred. 

Towards  the  end  of  1944  the  County  Council  agreed  to  delegate 
its  powers  under  the  Rats  & Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919  to  the 
County  District  Councils  of  East  Suffolk.  The  Gipping  R.D.C., 
acting  in  conjunction  with  Stowmarket  U.D.C.,  immediately 
appointed  two  rodent  operatives  - the  arrangement  being  the 
employment  of  the  two  men  for  3 weuks  in  the  Gipping  area  for 

each  week  spent  at  Stowmarket. 

Apart  from  all  this,  your  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  has 
co-operated  with  the  County  Land  Agent  by  taking  charge  of  the 
County  Rats  Campaigns  in  the  Gipping  area. 

As  a result  of  the  first  Campaign  held  in  February  and  March, 
3,145  rats’  carcases  were  submitted  for  payment.  A six-months’ 
Campaign  commencing  in  October  was  still  in  progress  at  the  end  of 
the  year  and  the  results  will  be  included  in  the  1945  Report. 

Slaughterhouses . 

There  are  no  slaughterhouses  which  are  licensed  for  use  at 
present  due  to  the  Government’s  wartime  policy  of  centralising 
the  slaughter  of  all  animals  intended  for  sale  for  human 
consumption.  This  takes  place  at  Stowmarket  and  Ipswich,  and 
should  provide  for  a 10QM  ante-mortem  inspection  of  all  meat 
brought  in  the  area. 

The  5 visits  recorded  under  this  head  were  made  to  premises 
where  "occasional  slaughter"  had  taken  place,  i.e.  the  slaughter 
of  pigs  for  consumption  by  the  occupier  and  his  family.  These 
visits  are  undertaken  voluntarily  by  your  Senior  Sanitary 
Inspector  at  the  request  of  the  owners  of  the  pigs,  which  are 
slaughtered  on  licence  from  the  Ministry  of  Pood,  and  afford  an 
assurance  to  the  owner  that  the  animal  is  fit  for  human  consumpt- 
ion. 

On  the  appointment  of  Hr.  Riley  as  additional  Sanitary 
Inspector  it  was  agreed  with  the  Stowmarket  U.D.G.  that  he  would 
visit  the  Stowmarket  Abattoir  on  one  day  each  week  for  the  purpose 
of  inspecting  animals  slaughtered  that  day;  such  arrangement  to 
commence  from  January  1st,  1945* 

On  October  9th,  1944  I received  notification  that  Mr.  H. 
Clarke,  Brown’s  Place,  Old  Newton  had  on  the  two  days  prior  to 
that  date  sent  a total  of  12  pigs’  carcases,  minus  the  offals,  to 
Stowmarket  Abbatoir.  On  being  interviewed  Mr.  Clarke  admitted: - 
that  the  animals  had  been  slaughtered  at  his  premises,  that  neither 
his  premises  nor  the  man  he  employed  to  slaughter  were  licensed, 
that  he  had  failed  to  notify  the  slaughter  either  to  the  Gipping 
R.D.C.  or  the  Stowmarket  U.D.C.,  that  he  had  removed  the  carcases 
without  authority  and  had  also  neglected  to  retain  the  organs  for 
inspection.  The  matter  was  reported  to  the  Council  and  instruct- 
ions given  for  the  institution  of  proceedings. 
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The  case  was  not  heard  at  the  Stowmarket  Police  Court  until 
January,  1945  and,  whilst  the  date  of  hearing  was  outside  the 
period  covered  by  this  Report,  it  can  be  recorded  that  the  Council 
were  completely  succesful  and  that  Clarke,  as  well  as  his  employee 
Rulton,  were  found  guilty  of  all  the  offences  with  which  they  were 
charged. 

Pines  were  inflicted  as  follows :- 

H.  Clarke  £10  on  each  of  three;  charges 

and  £2-2-0  towards  costs  - £32-2-0. 

C.W. Rulton  £1  on  each  of  2 charges  - £2  -0-0. 

Heat  and  Other  Foods. 

The  centralisation  of  slaughtering  reduces  the  necessity  for 
a constant  inspection  of  butchers’  shops,  and  although  occasional 
visits  are  still  made  to  such-premises  it  can  be  readily  stated 
that  all  butchers  in  the  area  are  anxious  to  co-operate  with  the 
Local  authority  in  preventing  the  sale  of  meat  which  is  unfit  for 
human  consumption. 

Thy  complete  liaison  which  has  uxisted  between  the  Pood 
Executive  Officer  and  myself  with  regard  to  other  foods  has 
resulted  in  a very  small  number  of  complaints  made  by  the  general 
public  being  passed  on  for  investigation.  In  most  cases  the 
complaint  has  been  in  respect  of  "perishable  foods"  and  has  arisen 
as  a result  of  the  lapse  of  time  between  purchase  and  intended 
consumption.  In  no  case  has  there  been  any  offence  sufficiently 
flagrant  to  justify  proceedings,  and  the  surrender  of  the 
unsound  article  to  the  Local  Authority  and  its  replacement  to  the 
consumer  has  been  sufficient  to  adjust  the  matter.  The  general 
rule,  as  with  meat,  has  been  notification  by  the  shopkeeper  of 
any  unsound  food  in  his  possession  and  the  granting  of  a "surrender 
certificate" . 

During  the  year  the  following  articles  of  food  were  considered 
to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  and  dealt  with  accordingly: - 
3Tons  3cwt  lqr  141bs  of  dried  peas;  6cwt  of  rice;  lcwt  3d**s  71bs 
of  oranges;  2 sides  of  pork  (78lbs);  1 pig’s  head;  66lbs  of 
imported  pork;  521bs  of  imported  pigs'  livers;  44 1:1b s of  bacon; 

8 stone  of  cod;  l-6lb  tin  of  Pork  Luncheon  meat;  3-2-g-lb  tins  of 
Pork  Luncheon  meat;  1-2-g-lb  tin  of  chopped  ham;  l-12oz  tin  of 
Pork  Luncheon  meat;  13-12oz  tins  of  spiced  luncheon  meat;  6-5oz 
tins  of  pilchards;  3-15oz  tins  of  pilchards;  2 tins  of  Grade  3 
salmon  (smalls);  2-14oz  tins  of  herrings;  3-3^oz  tins  of  sardines; 

10  tins  of  baked  beans  (tails);  l-l-g-lb  tin  of  tomatoes;  1-llb  tin 
of  peas;  2-1 jpt  tins  of  condensed  milk;  4-21b  jars  of  apple  and 
blackberry  jam;  3-21b  jars  of  bramble  jelly;  l-21b  jar  of  straw- 
berry jam;  l-21b  jar  of  marmalade;  42-llb  jars  of  mixed  preserves; 
4-llb  jars  of  bramble  jelly;  2-llb  jars  of  apricot  jam;  1-llb  jar  of 
raspberry  jam;  12pkts.  of  sponge  pudding  mixture;  12tins  of  custard 
powder; 20  bars  of  chocolate. 

Cowsheds  d Dairies 

Milk  Supplies. 

178  visits  were  made  to  various  cowsheds  and  dairies  during 
the  year.  The  type  of  structure  in  many  instances  leaves  much  to 
be  desired  and  efforts  have  been  made,  despite  wartime  restrictions, 
to  encourage  producers  to  erect  more  modern  buildings.  It  is 
found,  however,  that  the  producer  who 'regards  milk  production  as 
much  from  the  hygenic  as  the  financial  aspect  improves  his  standard 
to  such  an  extent  that  he  becomes  registered  as  an  Accredited  or  T.T. 
producer  with  the  County  Council.  His  "poorer  relation"  who  lacks 
the  necessary  financial  backing  or  the  incentive  to  improve  his 
standards  is  left  as  a burden  to  be  shouldered  by  the  already  over- 
worked rural  Sanitary  Inspector.  The  records  of  producers,  retailors 
etc.,  have  not  in  the  past  been  kept  as  up-to-date  as  one  would 
wish  and  I hope  to  be  able  to  report  in  1945  that  this  state  of 
affairs  has  been  remedied. 
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10  cowsheds  and  dairies  were  constructed  or  reconstructed 
during  the  year  and  6 applications  for  registration  as  Wholesale 
Producers  were  approved  by  the  Council. 

8 of  the  samples  of  ungraded  milk  taken  were  satisfactory 
whilst  3 proved  to  he  unsatisfactory.  All  the  producers  of 
unsatisfactory  milk  were  revisited  and  advice  and  instruct  was 
given.  In  only  one  instance  did  the  efforts  made  to  obtain  a 
cleaner  supply  prove  unsatisfac tory , although  even  this  case  was 
"cleared  up"  prior  to  the  compilation  of  this  Report. 

Infectious  Diseases. 


Disinfection  was  carried  out  in  respect  of  2 Diphtheria 
notifications  and  1 Dysentery  notification  received  during  the  year. 
Apart  from  this  there  were  2 disinfections  of  premises  where 
Scarlet  Fever  had  occurred  - it  being  the  practice  to  disinfect  only 
upon  request  after  a case  of  Scarlet  Fever. 

Factories 9 Workshops  and  Bakehouses. 

With  the  help  of  the  local  H.M. Inspector  of  Factories  I have 
been  able  to  compile  a register  of  the  factories,  workshops  and 
bakehouses  in  the  area.  There  were  83  premises  recorded  for  1944 
and  an  effort  is  being  made  to  inspect  the  sanitary  accommodation 
and  washing  facilities  in  each  at  least  once  during  the  year. 

4 Informal  Notices  were  served  and  complied  with  in  1944*  It 
has  not  been  found  necessary  to  take  any  action  for  the  abatement 
of  smoke  nuisance. 


Refuse  and  Night soil  Removal. 

Both  refuse  and  nightsoil  removal  is  carried  out  by  contract 
in  the  Parishes  of  Needham  Market,  Haughley  and  Bramford,  and 
refuse  removal  by  contract  at  Stowupland,Claydon,Gt . Blakenham, 
Barham,  Wetherden,  Debenham  and  Gt.  Finborough. 

All  other  Parishes  in  the  area  are  without  these  services,  and 
apart  from  individual  premises  connected  to  sewers  or  cesspools, 
the  householders  in  these  Parishes  have  to  make  their  own  arrange- 
ments for  the  disposal  of  both  nightsoil  and  refuse. 

Difficulty  was  experienced  in  connection  with  the  nightsoil 
contract  at  Haughley  during  the  year,  but  was  eventually  settled 
by  increasing  the  contract  figure  subject  to  the  contractor 
increasing  his  employees'  wages  by  an  equivalent  amount. 

Labour  difficulties  also  resulted  in  a number  of  complaints 
from  the  Parish  of  Bramford,  all  of  which  were  satisfactorily 
dealt  with. 

In  the  post-war  period,  it  is  suggested,  the  Council  could 

consider?  where  practicable,  the  construction  of  small  sewage 
disposal  schemes  in  those  Parishes  not  included  in  its  main 
sewerage  scheme,  the  extension  of  nightsoil  removal  by  contract  to 
those  Parishes  where  even  small  sewerage  schemes  are  impracticable 
and  the  collection  of  refuse  throughout  the  area  by  the  Council's 
own  employees. 


Rivers  Pollution. 

Pollution  at  Wetherden  and  Buxhall  caused  by  the  overloading 
of  sewage  plants  at  U.S.A.A.F.  aerodromes  was  abated  after  some  months 
of  discussion  and,  it  may  be  added,  frustration.  Eventually  the 
Air  Ministry  agreed  to  construct  additional  settling  tanks,  humus 
tanks  and  filter  beds  which  resulted  in  the  clearance  of  the 
polluted  watercourses. 

The  pollution  and  flooding  of  the  River  Deben  has  been  for  many 
years  a "thorny  problem"  in  the  Debenham  area  due  to  the  refusal  of 
the  various  Authorities  concerned  to  accept  any  responsibility  in 
the  matter.  A meeting  of  representatives  of  the  Catchment  Board, 
Internal  Drainage  Board,  County  Council,  Gipping  R.D. Council  and 
the  Debenham  Parish  Council  was  held  at  Debenham  in  June  qnd  various 
portions  of  the  watercourse  were  agreed  to  be  the  responsibility  01 


the  Catchment  Board,  the  Internal  Drainage  Board  and  the  Gipping 
R »D . C .. respectively*  This  arrangement  was  later  confirmed  by  the 
.Authorities  concerned.  Various  "set-backs'*  have  prevented  the  work  being 
being  carried  out  and  it  is  certain  that  the  clearance  of  this 
watercourse  will  not  be  commenced  until  the  end  of  1945. 

The  River  Gipping  was  again  well  to  the  fore  in  connection 
with  rivers  pollution,  but  despite  the  state  of  the  river  at  Badley 
Mill  over . a. period  of  months  the  Stowmarket  U.D.C.  denied 
responsibility,  although  agreeing  that  the  nuisance  would  not  be 
abated  until- the  installation  of  its  post-war  sewerage  scheme,  which 
is  intended  to  include  the  factories  along  the  river-bank  between 
Badley  and  Stowmarket. 


SALVAGE. 


The  following 

materials 

have 

been 

salvaged 

and 

sold 

during 

the  year:- 

T 

C 

Q 

Lbs 

£ 

s 

d. 

Paper  and  Cardboard. 

56 

14 

3 

27 

383 

4 

9 

Textiles 

4 

16 

0 

10 

76 

4 

3 

Non-ferrous  metals 

1 

2 

22 

1 

8 

2 

Bones 

7 

9 

2 

21 

35 

7 

0 

Rubber 

3 

13 

1 

0 

9 

3 

1 

Bottles  & Jars 

2 

0 

7 

7 

0 

Boots 

. r 

10 

0 

0 

2 

10 

0 

String 

1 

3 

0 

7 

0 

Cartridge  cases 

~7 

D 

4 

4 

8 

Miscellaneous  (Cartage) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

12 

3 

4 

73 

10 

1 

7 

520  19 

3 

This  is  about  £50  below  the  figure  for  1943  and  the  decrease 
can  be  attributed  to  two  main  causes:-  a lesser  quantity  of 
material  available  for  salvage  and  a slackening  of  the  general 
interest  in  salvage.  The  second  reason  is  one  to  bo  deplored;  the 
war  is  by  no  means  over  and  the  disinclination  of  the  general 
public  to  assist  in  the  salvage  effort  at  this  stage  does  not  augur 
well  for  the  immediate  post-war  period  during  which,  we  are 
officially  assured,  salvage  of  waste  material  must  continue.  The 
Ministry  of  Supply  decided  to  discontinue  the  salvage  of  rubber 
after  August,  but  this  has  had  little  effect  on  the  financial 
return  for  this  area.  The  active  support  of  the  V/.V.3.  (and  in 
particular  the  energetic  assistance  of  Hiss  Sally  martin)  is  still 
proving  to  be  the  mainstay  of  out  salvage  effort. 
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